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A. Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is a Residential Subdivision? 

A residential subdivision is defined as a group of residential lots consisting of 3 or more lots. 

2. What are the procedures to obtain electrical service to my subdivision? 

You need to provide MID with a full set of signed civil improvement plans and a completed 
“Application for Residential Subdivision Engineering” (see page 23 for a sample, page 24 for the 
form).  For complete step by step requirements, see page 2, Section B of this document. 

3. Does MID design my subdivision? 

Yes and no.  You (or the developer) are responsible for the actual layout design of the 
subdivision (lots, streets, etc.).  MID will only design the electrical portion of the project.  
However, this cannot be accomplished until the initial subdivision design is complete. 

4. How long does the MID engineering process take? 

Design work by MID normally takes 6-8 weeks.  You (or the developer) can start your portion of 
the project any time after you receive the requirements package (see page 2, Requirements for 
Obtaining Electric Service to a Subdivision).  MID crews can mobilize and start installing our 
facilities within 4 weeks of completed requirements. 

5. When will MID install its facilities? 

MID normally starts this process 4-6 weeks after final inspections are complete on all MID 
required facilities. 

6. Are there any fees? 

Fees may be required depending on where the subdivision is located.  You’ll need to contact the 
MID Engineering Department for all applicable fees. 

7. Can I have sub-surface transformers? 

The standard and MID-preferred transformer style is a pad-mounted transformer.  If sub-surface 
transformers are chosen, you will be required to pay a non-refundable cost per transformer 
according to the current fees listed in Appendix A of the Electric Service Rules. 
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B. Requirements for Obtaining Electric Service to a Subdivision 

The following is a general list of items needed to obtain electric service to a proposed subdivision.  
In all instances a unique letter and drawings will be provided outlining all requirements that must be 
met by the customer/developer.  The letter will also outline what MID will be providing and/or 
installing. 

1. The customer must contact the MID Engineering Technician assigned to the customer’s area 
(see the Map on page 25). 

2. Submit a completed Application for Residential Subdivision and a full set of signed, civil 
improvement plans to the MID Engineering Department. Civil improvement plans must be 
submitted via electronic media using AutoCAD version 2000 and above format.  Submit this 
information to the assigned MID Engineering Technician.  MID contact information is found on 
page 4. 

3. The MID Engineering Department will design the electrical utilities per the submitted civil 
improvement plans.  MID will issue a Residential Subdivision Contract, a Residential Subdivision 
Requirements Letter, and a Residential Subdivision Requirements Drawing(s).  This process 
normally takes 8-10 weeks.  Larger projects may take an additional 2-3 weeks. 

4. The customer is responsible for coordinating all joint trench composite drawings and 
coordinating the installation of facilities for all other utilities. 

5. The customer must install all required underground facilities per the Requirements Letter and 
Drawing(s).  Facilities to include, but not be limited to, underground conduits, service boxes, 
transformer pads, and switchgear pads. 

6. All conduit installations must be inspected and mandrilled per Drawing RES SUB-008.0 (page 11). 

7. All vaults and/or service boxes must be installed and inspected per Drawings RES SUB-001.0 
through Drawing RES SUB-019.0 (page 22). 

8. After final inspections on all required facilities, the customer may apply for electrical service. 

9. MID will install electric facilities.  MID normally starts this process 4-6 weeks after final 
inspections are complete on all MID required facilities. 
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C. Project Scheduling Table 

Step Party 
Typical Time 

Required by MID Action 

1 Customer  Send complete application package to MID’s Electrical 
Engineering Department for review and design. 

2 MID 21 business days Engineering Technician sends preliminary design to Joint 
Trench Coordinator or other utilities for Joint Trench Intent. 

3 MID 40 business days 
following Step 2 

Engineering Technician designs the conduit and electrical 
layout. Engineering Technician sends the Application for 
Underground Electrical Service and one conduit and two 
electric layout plans to the Customer. 

4 Customer  Return the signed Application for Underground Electrical 
Service and pay any applicable fees. Obtain all necessary 
permits from the local governing authority. 

5 MID 15 business days Engineering Technician assembles the work order package 
and submits to MID construction. 

6 Customer  Call USA to locate underground utilities, install conduit and 
substructures, request MID and local governing authority to 
inspect trench and conduit. 

7 MID 5 business days MID inspects trench and conduit. 

8 Customer  Curb, gutter and sidewalk are installed, and substructures 
set to grade. Request final inspection from MID. 

9 MID 5 business days MID inspects all substructures and witnesses mandrel test 
performed by developer. 

10 MID 30 business days 
pending weather 
and scope of 
project 

MID installs its electrical facilities and energizes the project. 
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D. Local Governing Authorities Within MID’s Service Area 

 
City of Modesto Building Department 
1010 Tenth St. 3rd Floor 
Modesto, CA 95353 
Phone: 209-577-5232 
 
 
Stanislaus County Building Department 
1010 Tenth St. Suite 3500 
Modesto, CA 95354 
Phone: 209-525-6557 
Fax: 209-525-7759 
 
 
San Joaquin County Building Department 
1810 Hazelton Ave. 
Stockton, CA 95205 
Phone: 209-468-3121 
 
 
City of Riverbank Building Department 
6617 3rd St. 
Riverbank, CA 95367 
Phone: 209-863-7128 
 
 
City of Ripon Building Department 
259 N. Wilma Ave. 
Ripon, CA 95366 
Phone: 209-599-2613 
Fax: 209-599-2183 

City of Waterford Building Division 
101 E St. 
Waterford, CA 95386 
Phone: 209-874-2328 
Fax: 209-874-9656 
 
 
City of Oakdale Community Development 
455 S. Fifth Ave. 
Oakdale, CA 95361 
Phone: 209-845-3625 
Fax: 209-848-4344 
 
 
City of Escalon Building Department 
2060 McHenry Ave. 
Escalon, CA 95320 
Phone: 209-691-7460 
Fax: 209-691-7439 

E. MID Contact Information 

Modesto Irrigation District 
1231 Eleventh Street (P.O. Box 4060) 
Modesto, CA 95354 (Modesto, CA 95352) 
Electrical Engineering Department1 
Phone: 209-526-7468 
Fax: 209-526-7357 

                                                           
1 Contact the MID Engineering Technician assigned to the area (see map on page 25). 
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Drawing RES SUB-001.0: Transformer Vault Detail for URD Application, for 12kV System 
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Drawing RES SUB-002.0: Pull Box Detail for URD Application 
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Drawing RES SUB-003.0: Service Box Detail for URD Application 
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Drawing RES SUB-004.0: URD Transformer Pad Installation for 12kV System 
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Drawing RES SUB-005.0: Precast Concrete Vault and Lid for Horizontal Subsurface Transformers, 25kV Class 
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Drawing RES SUB-006.0: Transformer Box Pad, 25kV Class 
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Drawing RES SUB-008.0: General Specifications for URD Duct Installation, Pad, Vault & Pull Boxes 
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Drawing RES SUB-009.0: Suggested Landscape Screen for Pad Mounted Transformers 
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Drawing RES SUB-010.0: Suggested Landscape Screen for Pad Mounted Transformers 
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Drawing RES SUB-011.0: Typical Electrical Distribution Layout Without Elbows 
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Drawing RES SUB-012.0: Primary - Secondary Typical Trench Configuration 
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Drawing RES SUB-013.0: Typical 1Ø Transformer Pad Layout Conduit Plan and Template, for 12kV System 
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Drawing RES SUB-014.0: Typical 1Ø Transformer Vault and Conduit Plan Without Elbows 
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Drawing RES SUB-015.0: Typical 1Ø Primary Pull Box Without Elbows 
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Drawing RES SUB-016.0: Typical 1Ø Secondary Service Box 
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Drawing RES SUB-017.0: Typical Street Cross Section for Electrical Distribution (Vault) 
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Drawing RES SUB-018.0: Typical Street Cross Section for Electrical Distribution (Padmount) 
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Drawing RES SUB-019.0: URD Transformer Pad Conduit and Template Installation, for 12kV System 
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Sample 1: Application for Residential Sudivision Engineering 

Go to http://www.mid.org/forms/ 
for the most current Application. 

http://www.mid.org/forms


Modesto Irrigation District 
Application for Residential Subdivision Engineering 

 
 Date:   
 Name of the Development:   
 Number of Lots:   
 
 Location of the Development:   
   
   
 
 Civil Engineering Firm:   
   
   

 Estimated Rough Grade Start Date:   
 Ready for Utility Date:   

 Developer’s Representative Name:    

 Address:    
    
  Phone No. (          )    
(Note:  Developer’s representative must have the authority to act as a responsible agent for said developer.) 
 
All substructure/conduit shall be installed by the developer and be in compliance with all District specifications and 
standards.  The District shall provide basic electric service from a pad-mounted transformer* at $1,300 per lot.  An 
optional submersible type transformer** can be requested at an additional cost of $6,900 per transformer location. 
 
Check One:     Pad-mount Transformer *    Submersible Transformer** 
  *- Not Available in Ripon and Escalon area  **- Not Available in Oakdale area 
 
Square feet of Homes (give range):     

 
A/C        Heating:  Gas    Heat Pump           Hot Water Heater:  Gas    Electric 
Clothes Dryer: Gas    Electric  Range: Gas     Electric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send completed application for engineering package to: Modesto Irrigation District 
  P.O. Box 4060 
          Modesto, CA  95352 
         Attn:  Subdivision Engineering 

To be completed by Modesto Irrigation District: 
 
Complete Engineering Application Package Received Date: _______________  Received By: _______________ 
 
     Work Order No. ______________  Date:____________ 
 

Start Engineering Date: ____________   Complete Engineering Date: ___________ 
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Form 2: Area Map 





Service Guide Customer Input Form 

The Modesto Irrigation District strives to provide excellent customer service. In an effort to 
improve our Service Guides, this form is provided so you can share your comments and 
suggestions. Please fill out this form and submit it with along with your comments. Please be as 
specific as possible. Once the form is complete, email the form to our Standards Department at 
electric.standards@mid.org, or mail the form to the Modesto Irrigation District office, attention 
Electrical Standards.  

Modesto Irrigation District 
Attn: Electrical Standards 

PO Box 4060 
Modesto CA, 95352-4060 

Name:  Date:  

Phone Number:  Email:  
 
Indicate which Service Guide your comments pertain to: 

☐ Residential ☐ Solar Photovoltaic 
☐ Agricultural ☐ Electric Vehicle 
☐ Commercial and Industrial ☐ Residential Subdivision 
☐ Temporary ☐ Street Lighting and Miscellaneous 

 

 
Not 

Effective 
Somewhat 
Effective Effective 

Very 
Effective N/A 

Organization of Service Guide ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Requirements Were Clear ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Effectiveness of Sample Forms ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Effectiveness of Drawings ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Effectiveness of Service Guide ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
 

Comments:  

  

 

 

 

 
 

6/2014 

mailto:electric.standards@mid.org
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